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In cannabis cultivation rooms and processing labs, doors are not just barriers—they’re key points that affect risk, 

product integrity, and trust with regulators and partners. A thoughtful, architecture-driven door security approach adds 

resilience and agility, helps you to maintain environmental conditions, protects valuable assets, and supports compliance. 

Treating door security as a strategic tool can lead to fewer incidents, quicker, more coordinated responses, and better 

management of security investments.

In this article, we’ll look at the unique requirements of door security for cultivation rooms and processing labs and how 

you can maximize their effectiveness. Let’s start with the security issues they both face.

Cultivation Rooms

In cannabis facilities, security is multi-faceted: theft, contamination, cross-zone mixing, and regulatory scrutiny all matter. 

A poorly designed door or weak integration with surveillance, alarms, and access control raises risk. A strong door 

security strategy supports safety and a clear risk stance for regulators and investors. The key question is how to turn 

physical security into measurable outcomes like fewer disruptions and better product quality, lower insurance premiums, 

and a stronger reputation for reliability and compliance.

Processing Labs

In processing labs, access is tighter, and spaces are more segmented. These labs handle valuable, often extract-based 

products that need traceability, cross-contamination controls, and strict hygiene. Access is usually restricted by zone, 

with steps from harvest to processing to packaging. The main risk isn’t general day-to-day access, but making sure 

only authorized people reach critical materials, preventing tampering or diversion, and keeping a clean environment for 

product integrity. As a result, doors and their hardware must have cleanroom-compatible finishes, chemical resistance, 

be compatible with containment strategies used to prevent the spread of contaminants, odors, or materials between 

zones.

Sources of Security Risk in Cultivation and Processing

•	 External threats: Security doors are a major barrier against organized criminals and opportunistic thieves looking 

to steal valuable products. Burglary attempts are a significant risk, especially in remote areas.

•	 Internal threats: Robust door security and access control systems deter and track employee theft, which 

accounts for more than 90% of inventory loss in the cannabis industry.

•	 Regulatory compliance: State laws mandate strict physical security measures, and facility licensing and 

ongoing operation depend on demonstrating secure access to all controlled areas.

•	 Diversion prevention: Preventing the diversion of cannabis products into illicit markets is a top regulatory 

priority, and securing all access points is essential to this effort. 
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Choosing Door Security Strategies – Cultivation Rooms

In cultivation rooms, door security should use durable, corrosion-resistant materials and seals that tolerate frequent cleaning 

and humidity. Some cultivation rooms involve humidity, spraying chemicals, or airflow management. Security hardware must 

withstand humidity and cleaners and be easy to maintain. For example, Detex provides exit devices and door hardware made of 

stainless steel that maintain cleanliness and minimize contamination risk. Ultimately, the aim is to protect the environment and 

crops without slowing daily cultivation. Security products such as Tailgate Detection Systems that allow only one person per 

authorized card swipe at secured doorways and exit Control Locks provide maximum strength with durable break-in prevention 

hardware are ideal solutions to consider. 

To strengthen security, regularly inspect hardware for corrosion and wear, and choose designs with smooth, easy to clean 

surfaces, add redundant security layers at critical doors, and integrate access controls with event logging to prevent an 

unauthorized person gaining access by closely following an authorized person.

Choosing Door Security Strategies – Processing Labs

Processing labs require door security that emphasizes cleanliness, reliability, and containment. Doors and door hardware should 

be cleanroom-ready with smooth, seamless surfaces that are easy to disinfect and free of crevices. Security products must 

support containment and cross-contamination controls and integrate with chemical-handling protocols. Doors should support 

smooth workflows and quick, secure access, while enforcing controls for sensitive areas. 

Access Control Systems are a solid way to ensure security solutions by restricting entry to specific areas using methods such 

as keycards or PIN codes, such as the DTX-2100 keypad from Detex. In addition, intrusion alarms should be considered. These 

come in various forms to meet the unique security requirements of cannabis labs and processing plants, including wired alarm 

systems, wireless alarm systems, monitored alarm systems, unmonitored alarm systems, and smart alarm systems.

Remember, while security is paramount, door and lock systems must also meet fire and life safety requirements to ensure 

emergency egress. Backup power systems must ensure electronic locks and surveillance continue functioning during power 

outages.

It’s All About Protecting Product & Profits

When applying security products to cannabis cultivation rooms and processing labs, the solution should protect plants and 

products, prevent theft, and meet any state inventory controls. Doors to cultivation rooms, labs, and storage should provide 

auditable access events, anti-tailgating, and reliable latching. This can be achieved with exit devices that allow quick egress while 

keeping the secure side protected, and by integrating with access control systems to log entries and exits. Adding card readers 

or keypads reinforces restricted access and creates a multi-layer security posture when used with alarms and monitoring tools.

Start with a Practical Plan

Door security in cannabis facilities is a strategic lever, not just a technical task. Different spaces—cultivation rooms and 

processing labs—need tailored designs that match their workflows, threat models, and environmental needs. A layered security 

approach, strict zoning, and least-privilege access, combined with airtight auditability and resilience, help reduce incidents, protect 

product integrity, and sustain regulatory trust.
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To move forward, start with a practical plan. inventory your doors by zone, determine egress behavior and access control 

requirements, and assess environmental exposure. Then explore devices that support your access control system, power needs, 

and backup options. A phased approach with a pilot on a couple of doors such as a cultivation room and a processing lab can 

validate performance before facility-wide rollout. Most of all, be sure to engage a credible security device provider to ensure your 

plan aligns with regulatory requirements. 

For more information on security products and ideas for the cannabis industry, visit Detex.com

Speak with a Security Expert Who Understands Your Industry.

Discover how security can protect the future of your cannabis business.

Contact Tim Shafer 

Detex Corporation

Access Security Expert | Sales Leader | Community Advocate

(830) 629-2900

Email: tbs@detex.com

Web: https://www.detex.com/industries/cannabis/
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